
1 
 

Clean drinking water ensures intense emotions 
 
Last November Jan van der Steen paid again a working visit to Sri Lanka, accompanied by 
Chaminda Fernando, our project manager in Sri Lanka,  
 
Here below, you can read Jan’s report: 
“After a 7 hours’ drive away from our base we visited some completed and some new  
projects in the North Central Province. Also a small school in quite a remote and desolate 
area. Head of school is a very driven young man who is really motivated. They are so happy 
with their new water supplies and afterwards the children one by one come to thank us. 
At another school lots of children also go on their knees, this time not to thank us but asking 
for support to realize better water supplies, need is high for these 500 kids. 
One hour ahead we visit the next realized school project. We are invited to attend a festive 
activity to celebrate the usage of new facilities. The teacher of English gets so emotional that 
she can’t finish her “thank you” speech. What’s behind all this? It’s pure gratitude, she is so 
happy! Many teachers have to travel for 3 or 4 hours to their job. They stay the night in so-
called “quarters”, an old official residence without water and sanitation. 
Every two weeks they go home for the weekend. At this school five female teachers stay the 
night here. There is even a grandmother who takes care of two toddlers. All around the 
buildings, in the school and quarters they have now clean drinking water and sanitation. No 
more carrying heavy buckets of water or sometimes there was no water at all. The emotion 
shows what the water means to these women. As in the school described above wild 
elephants appear in the night, death threatening! 
After that we meet a small community of 23 families. They live in decayed houses at the 
edge of the jungle. Here is only one very basic constructed toilet. The photo explains it 
enough! 
 
Toilet 

Also during the night, they have to go out 
of course and sometimes you are 
confronted with an elephant. We are going 
to explore the possibilities for a toilet for 
each family and better minimal water 
supply. Needed preliminary investigations 
are planned to be carried out. 
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We visit some completed projects in the tea plantations and here also the water keeps 
flowing! I had a first meeting with Dr. Suresh to discuss the possibility to provide the 70 
poorest Tamil families with new water supplies. 
We travel to the south-east side of Central Province, a beautiful scenery with huge 
mountains. We visit a school project where we lead the fountain water high in the 
mountains, to the school by means of gravitation. Access to clean water leads to a “new 
school economy”.  Almost by itself new activities develop. Here new business models 
develop: in other words, “what revenues does water bring in for the people who live in this 
region?”. Within 3 weeks, after realization of this project, we got requests for ten more 
projects dealing with the same water problems! This shows how high the need is! 
Another example of new activities, look at the film stream:  “The start of a revenue model”, 
made in NW Province, together with father Ajith. 
 
The next day we go to the school where the Sri Lankan team is at work. Diligently the 
parents of the pupils participate in the preparation of the work and in the work itself. At 
night, it’s chilly high up in the mountains. Chaminda and me myself spend the night on hard 
wooden floors, next to 10 snoring men. No elephants dares to disturb us this night!  
Now I would like to share with you a day of work with our men: 
At five o’clock in the morning the alarm goes off, wash ourselves with ice cold water and 
after a breakfast of lots of rice, a little curry (vegetables, meat or fish in a spiced sauce). At 
06.00 there’s enough light to start work. At 12.00 there’s lunch: rice and curry. They 
continue till 18.00, then it’s dark. Together they cook dinner and also they prepare for 
breakfast the following day. Also now they eat rice and curry. 
For this special occasion we took “one for the road” with us. Together we drink and talk a bit 
and lights go out at 21.30 and (for most of us) starts night rest. This team works 11 hours per 
day and earns € 10,00 a day and this they do for 7 days a week. After 2 months, they go 
home for one week. This is most efficient and no other foundation carries out their projects 
in this way, this intense logistic way of carrying out the work of a project. The impact is 
there: water as steering device of this economy, here it starts! 
 
Without arrogance, I want to confess that I am enormously proud of our guys: they have 
knowledge of water, are motivated and totally loyal, what else could you wish for?! This 
oiled teamwork is the base of more than 200 realized projects supporting 75.000 children in 
6 provinces.  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-JPAhnpaP4&feature=youtu.be
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This time I get to know Nisal. It’s a mentally handicapped 17 year old boy and he’s difficult to 
deal with at home. Nisal’s parents asked if Nisal could take a part in the work team. Without 
receiving pay Nisal carries out light tasks in the projects. Nisal has grown a lot in the four 
months he’s taking part and he’s much more relaxed. The workmen involved him in the 
group and teach him all kinds of skills. 
 
In between we meet substitute ambassador Mrs. Eva van Woersem and Economics Officer 
Mr. Sanjeeva.  
 
In Kurunegala we meet with the Director of Education NWP Mr. ASK Jayalath.  
 
We have some meetings with Fonterra Brands Sri Lanka, they 
also support our water- and sanitation schoolprojects. 
 
 
Just before travelling back to Holland we visit after many 
requests, a school near tot airport at a distance of 600 
meters. For eight months a year, 592 children at the age from 5-10 don’t have any water. 
300 Girls merely possess over 2 toilets. We tourists leave the airport at the front of the 
airport, and this school is situated at the backdoor of the runway. The contrast of rich and 
poor couldn’t be any bigger! Let’s also do our utmost that these children can let run their 
tears freely of pure enjoyment of clean drinking water!” 
 

 
 
 
Jan van der Steen 
December 2017 
 

Click here for a series of pictures of this working visit. 

http://www.kansarmensrilanka.nl/fotos-werkbezoek/nggallery/werbezoek/November-2017

