
  

  

 

 
 

 
  
 

It’s very important to inform everyone who financially bears a warm heart or gladly shows particular interest 
in the work of our Foundation Kansarmen Sri Lanka. By means of this letter we would like to inform you 

about the developments and activities of the previous six-month period. 
 
Presentations/actions in 2012  
One by one they were successful actions carried out with lots of enthusiasm and good results! 
A report of each action is to be found on our website. 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
Since a few months our foundation also has a facebook account.  
For followers: go to www.facebook.com/stichtingkansarmensrilanka and like our page. If the link doesn’t work 
please look for us in the search part under: “Stichting  Kansarmen Sri Lanka”. Facebook gives us the opportunity to 
reach more people whom we can show what our foundation stands for: clean drinking water, hygienic sanitation and 
health lessons for children in Sri Lanka. Please become a member, keep informed and tell anyone who wants to hear! 
Facebook will be kept up-to-date by Willeke van der Doelen.  
 
Working visit June 2012 
Accompanied by Chaminda Fernando, project manager in Sri Lanka, Jan van der Steen again paid a visit to inspect 
the projects. Here you can read his report: 
“During my first week Mark, son of Nilu and Chaminda is in hospital because of a high fever. This year already 75 
people died because of the “dengue mosquito”, so their worries were very understandable. On top of that our 28 year 
old Pajero Jeep had cylinder problems and had to be repaired. After 1 week both Mark and the car were back in 
shape again and we could continue our inspection of the projects in the inlands of Sri Lanka.  

 When we drive criss-cross through the North-Western Province (surface is twice the size of our province Noord-
Brabant), hour after hour, I only see lost rice fields. The rain season has brought not enough water, all tanks (water 
supplies for the rice fields) have totally dried up and rice needs a lot of water during the first two months. 

 We also visited several schools and communities where we provided for a 90 m deep pulse. The people are really 
happy with the pulse because normally they wouldn't have had any water anymore this time of year! Speaking about 
water is the topic of the day and certainly when you don’t have it anymore. In the 7 years I’ve been visiting here I 
have never experienced such draught! This shows us again how important it is to hold on to the  rainwater in tanks. 

 This journey there was much attention for projects completed some time ago. Our visits to these projects are not 
announced beforehand. If you do so then everything is spic and span and 
well prepared. Dealing this way we find schools where maintenance is 
sometimes on a lesser level. Sometimes there are problems in the school 
board and this reflects instantly on the maintenance of toilets. They asked  
me to write something in the guestbook but I think that they wouldn’t have 
been very pleased with that …. 

 Also we visit 3 schools where water and sanitation is officially taken in 
use. One of these schools, the Holy Angels girls college with 2200 girls 
(photo) now has water abundantly. The headmaster, sister Beatrice 
called me several times in Holland, sometimes even in the middle of the 
night: when do we get our promised drinking water? I really can 
appreciate this, at least this is something she really stands for! 

 Then again a community drinking water project, the resource is in use for 

some time. Because of the water resources, new houses are built and an adjacent 
community wants to join in. The inhabitants themselves are going to build an extra well 
and a water tower. It is great to see that by involving the inhabitants from the beginning till 
now, they use their gathered knowledge to build their own future. Also 3 other 
communities have taken interest in the projects. A tap in front of the house is really great! 
Our efforts pay off and news travels fast …. 

 Nearby Anurathapura we visit a poor community for the second time. After our first visit in 
2011, Chaminda has ordered a survey of a water place which had a positive result. All 100 
families were visited and there is a project budget of more than € 25.000. Local families 
also have to pay their part. This is the best way to get them involved and let it be THEIR 
project. Knowing that we will let them pay dearly gets them really involved! A balloon of 
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Wild Geese makes the children really happy (photo). This drinking water projects is really coming into shape, mutual 
trust / faith has grown and step by step we move on. What I clearly keep in mind is that this community is very poor 
and the people earn their living with the most dirty work you can imagine. These are the people who we want to 
avoid during our luxurious holiday! 

 North of Puttalam another fishermen’s community which we visit for the second time. Also here a big drinking water 
problem. Now they drink the dirty brackish water from the lagoon / river. While I am writing this report Chaminda and 
local families are building a test-well. During coming months we will inspect 
the water quality on a regular basis and then decide how to go on. Chaminda 
and his team are not afraid to tackle difficult water problems. 

 Together with foundation “Stichting Waterhelp, Cementbouw BV and CRH 
Europe”, we are investigating how we can build cheaper rainwater supply 
tanks. Also visited some tanks built by our own foundation in 2009. 
Chaminda translates what a woman has to say: “do not take my tanki, you 
kill my life!” and another woman is considering if she will use the last water 
(photo) from the tank to wash her old mother. 

 The :”Vastenactieproject” of the 
parish of Sint Norbertus Berlicum / 
Middelrode is still in progress. In a 
few months time you can watch an impressive video. The 90 elderly people 
only could take now and again a shower and there was not much till no 
drinking water available in the well. A deep pulse drilling now takes care of 
lots of water! What is nicer than provide for 90 elderly people the drinking 
water and their sanitation needs? “Vastenactie Berlicum / Middelrode” 
together with Cordaid (photo) can count on a remarkable project with 
grateful users! 

 

 Together with Father Ajith we inspect an interesting unit, fitted to use electrical conductivity, for example to remove 
Fluoride and Calcium out of the filthy water. The purified drinking water is sold for only 2 cents/Lt. and is therefore 
accessible to everyone. 

 At the last minute of my working visit we are requested persistently to visit a home for 85 deaf and blind, mostly 
parentless children. A huge sanitation problem this time. It’s too bad for words! The drains aren’t working properly so 
maintenance of toilets and showers is almost impossible. The siphons of the drains are regularly clogged and 
maintenance stops here of course. We start a conversation about the maintenance and about the board of the home, 
consisting out of all men with appearance in the village. Before starting any actions we would like to see 2 female 
teachers and a few parents participating in the board of this home. Self- efficacy starts with the people who are 
directly involved. Parents and teachers are very much needed in this project! If you have an idea to leave out the 
siphons (exclude the narrowness of the siphon), please let us know your idea / solution!  

 By means of a thorough preparation we have been able to realize long lasting projects. If you have any ideas 
by reading this report for financing new projects or to enroll any donations, please don’t doubt and contact 
me! 

 Photos of my work visit are listed on our website www.kansarmensrilanka.nl ”.                        
 Jan van der Steen. 

 
 

Presentations  
Often we hear requests for a presentation. Also for your 
company, school, organization, acquaintances or club we gladly 
provide without engagement a presentation about (solutions for) 
the drinking water and sanitation problems in Sri Lanka. 
 
 
Thank you very much!  
Without contributions and volunteers we can’t realize  
drinking water and sanitation projects. For this reason  
we would like to thank all donators and the many  
volunteers, who make it possible for us to give  
the most underprivileged of Sri Lanka a better existence. 
NGO Wilde Ganzen Foundation adds 55% to your donation. 
Therefore a donation of € 100 is € 155. 
 

COLOPHON 

  Foundation Kansarmen Sri Lanka   

Donations  Bank account 12.15.29.304   

    t.n.v. Stichting Kansarmen Sri Lanka 
 

E-mail   : info@kansarmensrilanka.nl 
Website   : www.kansarmensrilanka.nl  

 
Webmaster  : Rien van Hedel 

   : Bert van Helvoirt 
Movie volunteer  : Joop Neefs 
Editor  : Jan van der Krabben 
Facebook : Willeke van der Doelen 
Translator : Geert van Hintum 

Board  

Sri Lanka: 
President/projectleader : Chaminda Fernando 
Holland:  
President/projectleader  : Jan van der Steen 
     T. 073-5033294 
Secretary  : Hanny van Nuland 
Treasurer  : Martien van Beers 
Board member  : Lizette Steeg 

http://www.kansarmensrilanka.nl/
mailto:info@kansarmensrilanka.nl
http://www.kansarmensrilanka.nl/

